Scripture & Collects

ADVENT 2020
Advent is the beginning of the Church Year – a time of anticipation, preparation, reflection, and remembrance before
celebrating the birth of Christ. During each week, read the Scripture selections and pray the weekly and daily collects.

First Sunday in Advent, November 29
The candle lit during this week represents Hope.

Isaiah 64:1-9a | Psalm 80 | 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 | Mark 13:24-37
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Second Sunday in Advent, December 6
The candle lit during this week represents Peace.

Isaiah 40:1-11 | Psalm 85 | 2 Peter 3:8-18 | Mark 1:1-8
Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Third Sunday in Advent, December 13
The candle lit during this week represents Joy.

Isaiah 65:17-25 | Psalm 126 | 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 | John 3:22-30 or John 1:19-28
O Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way
for our salvation: Grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise make ready your
way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient toward the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming
to judge the world, we may be found a people acceptable in your sight; for with the Father and the Holy
Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 20
The candle lit during this week represents Love.

2 Samuel 7:1-17 | Psalm 132 | Romans 16:25-27 | Luke 1:26-38
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and as we are sorely hindered by our
sins from running the race that is set before us, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Monday

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death
into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide
our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Tuesday

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Wednesday

A Collect for Grace
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to the
beginning of this day: Defend us by your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor run into
any danger; and that guided by your Spirit, we may do what is righteous in your sight; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thursday

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Friday

A Collect for Endurance
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

Saturday

A Collect for Sabbath Rest
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works and sanctified a day of rest
for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service
of your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest promised to
your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

